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Belgium 
We are pleased to announce the new officers for the Belgian region 

They are· 

President: Adelln Albert 

VICe-president: Els Goetghebeur 

Secretary: Phihppe Lambert 

Treasurer: Noel Veraverbeke 

Ordinary members are ETic Le Boulenge, P erre Dagnehe, and Paul 

DaTius 

Brazilian 
The 43rd annua meetmg of the Brazl lan RegIOn was held on 21-22 

May, 1998,at UNESP.Campus Araraquara.The conference was attend

ed by almost 200 participants from allover BrazIL The opening cere

mony presented a conference"EthlCs in Research:by Dr Wilham Saad 

Hosne (UN ESP), who focused his speech on eth c prob ems In the 

MedICine Research. Two round tables (The Interdlsclpl nary character 

of statistics, coordinated by Eucrdes C. Lima Fo. Computer dlsclphne 

for agTiculture schools,coordinated by ClaTice G B Demetrio). and four 

more conferences were offered to the participants 

• Undergraduate and graduate teaching of Blostatlst cs some 

Ideas Clov s de A. Peres (UNIFESP), 

• Is statistics a matnematlcal branch? Ademlr Petenate 

(UNICAMP); 

• Applications of MCMC in Genetics, Damel Sorensen (Danish 

Institute of Agricultural SCiences, Denmark); 

• Hierarchical models in complex sample deSigns, Fernando 

A. Moura (UFRJ). 

We had 65 contributed papers. The abstract of most of them Will 

appear on the Website of the IBS. This two-day meeting was the 

scene of stimulating presentations and diSCUSSIOn During the meet

ing the Assembly took place, and the newly elected RBRAS officers 

are: 

President: Clarice Garcia Borges Demetrio( ESALQ/USP), 

Vice-President: Cecilia Candolo (DEs/UFSCar). 

1st Secretary: Luzia Aparecida Trinca (lB/UNESP/Botucatu). 

2nd Secretary: Romeu Magnani (lQ/UNESP/Araraquara). 

1st treasurer : Euclides Braga Malheiros (FCAV/UNESP/JabotlGlbal), 

2nd Treasurer: Jose Carlos Barbosa (FCAV /UNESP /Jabotlcaba l) 

The present Council is composed of: 

(1996-1999) 

(1997-2000) 

(1998-2000) 

Clovis de Araujo Peres e EnTico AntoniO Colosimo, 

Lisbeth Kaiserlian Cordani e Euchdes Braga Malheiros, 

Carlos Roberto Padovanl, 

(1998-2001) Decio Barbin e Mo da Motta Singer 

Congratulations to the new officer members and good uck. On behalf 

of the RBRAS members we sincerely thank the outgoing members for 

their time to the Society. 

The next meeting of RBRAS (the 44th) wll be held JOint y With the 

8th 5EAGRO (Symposium of StatistICS Applied to AgTicultural 

Research) at UNESP. Botucatu, in 1999 (26-30, July). For further infor

mation contact Paulo Mancera (pmancera@lbb.unesp.br) 

Lisbeth K. Cordani 

British 

At reception before Conference Dmner. DaVid Finney (life Member of 

185), Roger Mead (Past Secretary 185) and Peter Avery (iBs CounCil 

member) 

At reception before Conference Dmner: Robert Curnow (RsS Presrdent 

and guest of Honour) with Rob Kempran (British Region Past PreSI

dent) and Rase Games Dos (British Region Secretary) 

The 187th Ord inary Genera Meeting was held (Jointly with the RSS 

EnVironmental Statistics Study Group) on 26 February 1998 at the 

Roya Stat~t ical SOCiety. The follOWing talks were g ven: Prof R Payne 

(lACR Rothamsted)," The Assessment of Agricu tural Sustalnabllity", 

~nd Dr KeVin Stokes (Centre for EnVironment and FisheTles, Lowest

oft l,"The Estimation and uti lity of blolog cal reference points as used 

In precautionary fisheries management" 

The Bmlsh Region held a conference In Ed nburgh (Apnl6 8,1998) 

to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the region (The frst meeting of 

the region was held on 29 Apr 11948 when R A. Fisher and J W Tre

van spoke). A reception and dinner were held In the Playfalr Library in 

Old College and Professor R Curnow, PreSident of the Royal Statistical 

Society was the guest speaker. The conference was attended by 

eight members from the early years (D.F nney, P Armltage,J. Nelder, P 

Hewlett, D Cox, G Dyke, F. Marnott and D Patterson); 117 persons 

attended al or part of the meeting 

The inVited speakers were P. Armitage, N Cress Ie, V Farewel ,and at 

sessions on mark-recapture In epidemlo ogy (R Cormack and A. 

Vlallefont), on General Linear M xed Models (D Clayton and J Neider) 

and on errors In X-VaTiables (G D.Smith and G Reeves). Abstracts for 

invited and contTibuted presentations are given elsewhere There 

were several posters including one giVing detatls of speakers and 

t ties from the earhest years. The BTltlsh ClaSSification Society held a 

satelhte meeting Immed ately follOWing the conference. The confer

ence promoted a variety of recent advances in blometTical methods 

and looked forward to the next 50 years 

The Summer meeting wll be held on 27 August 1998, at the Isaac 

Newton Institute In Cambridge organised by N. Goldman The pro

posed programme Will include severa SCientific ta ks and a talk on 

the role and work of the Institute The 1999 AGM and 188th Ordmary 

Genera Meeting will be held on Thursday 15 October 1998 at the 

Royal Entomological Soc ety The PreSident a Address wll be given 

by D Altman, retlTlng PreSident. The 189th Ord nary Genera Meeting 

~ Biometric Bulletin 

Will be held on 3 December 1998 at the Royal EntomologICal Society 

(Proposed tOP'C Tlsk assessment). 

Clive MonCTIeff 

Nigeria 
Group Nigeria continues to grow. Its current membership is 38, and 

will certainly reach 50 pretty soon. At its recent meeting at the 

Ladoke Akintola University ofTechnology, Ogbomosho, Dr Ben OyeJola 

(of the Department of Statistics, University of lIorln) presented an 

interesting seminar on the"EstimaliOn of Sample Sizes in Agro

forestry': For its next seminar at the Forestry Research Institute of 

Nigeria in Ibadan on 11 August 1998,Dr l.T.Atobatele (of the Depart

ment of Agricultural EconomiCS, University of Ibadan) will present hiS 

paper on "Estimation of Parameters In a RegreSSion Model with Auto

correlated Disturbances': 

In another development, Group NigeTia has finalised the theme for 

the Sub-saharan Africa Network (SUSAN) meeting scheduled for 

August 1999. The central theme is "Biometry and Quality of Life" w th 

sub-themes as: (I) Sustainable agTiculture and farmer participatory 

trials, (ii) Gender considerations in deSigns, (111 1 The environment and 

human hea th;and (iv) Biomet(cs and National Stat st cal Systems 

More detal s n subsequent Issues. 

Sagary Nokoe 

Spanish 
The Spanish Reg on, w th the a m of promoting the relationship 

between their members, has been organizing SCientific actlv ties A 

oglStiC regression course was given in ValenCia (Spain), ApTl l 20 24, 

1998 The course was taught by Gilda Ptagglo from the Statist cs and 

Data Processing Department of the WHO In G nebra A total of 25 sc 

entists, from different geographical areas and from a vaTiety of 

apphed fields, attended the course. The course turned out to be very 

useful and interesting. The part clpants enjoyed t a lot, as you can see 

In the photograph of the meeting 

The Unlversltat Politecnlca de Va encia and the Spanish Region have 

organized as well a course on m xed models,"Analyzlng Mixed-Effects 

Models With S-Plus'; that was taught by Jose Pinheiro (from Bell Lab

oratoTles) (June 15-19, 1998) Those interested In thiS area can get 

the notes of the course and the software used from the fol oWing 

adresses 

http://etsta.upv es/acteon/anhsls htm 

and 

http://ets'a upv es/acteon/ftp htm 

I take thiS opportunity to inVite you to JOin the VII meeting of the 

Spanllh RegIOn of the BlOmetTic SOCiety, which wll take place In Pal

ma de Mallorca, March 10-12,1999 Fu I conference details are ava 1-

able at the web site 

http·//iTlsl .u b es/people/biome99/ 

M Luz Ca lle 
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